
ANNUAL REPORT2 0 2 3

Masjid 
Vaughan

Mission, Vision & Values
Introduction
Governance Structure
Financial Questions
Community Impact
Challenges
Developments & Future Plans
Conclusion

A COMMUNITY PROJECT OF RISALAH FOUNDATION2024 | JANUARY

CONTENTS
1
2
3
4
6
8
9

10



A PROJECT OF ​RISALAH FOUNDATION 

​CANADIAN REGISTERED CHARITY

​(NO. 809028954RR0001)

A4-9131 KEELE ST, VAUGHAN, ON L4K 0G7

​+1-647-946-9393



Vision

Masjid Vaughan, established on April 15, 2018, continues to be a vital
place of worship for the Muslim community. Situated just a few hundred
meters from Vaughan City Hall in Maple, Ontario, this heritage site
boasts over 140 years of rich history. Its beautifully restored interior,
featuring mid-century Gothic architecture, blends seamlessly with a
serene North American Islamic atmosphere, creating a space that radiates
both peace and grandeur.

This unique blessing is attributed to the grace of the Almighty, and we
extend our sincere gratitude to the local community. Their unwavering
generosity sustains this sacred sanctuary, allowing it to remain a
welcoming space for worship, reflection, and community for all.

Mission

Values

To deliver religious services to the congregants of the
masjid in a manner that is exceptional, authentic and
relevant.

To become North America’s foremost leader of
excellence in Islamic religious services, education, and
community living. 
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In honouring our sacred duty to Allah, we continue
to uphold our commitment to integrity, beauty, and
exceptionalism—values that set us apart and enable
us to aim for a higher standard of service rightfully
owed to the Muslim community.



The houses of Allah are maintained by those who believe in Allah and the
Last Day, perform the prayers, give charity, and fear none but Allah alone...

(Quran 9:18)

All praise is due to God. It has now been five years since Masjid Vaughan
was established in 2018 through the unity and dedication of the local
Sunni Muslim community, marking Vaughan’s first masjid. Over the
past half-decade, the masjid has successfully served the community by
offering essential religious services, comprehensive Islamic education for
all ages, and a serene haven for worship and communal life.

Thanks to your unwavering support, Masjid Vaughan continues to
thrive, and we are pleased to report that more services and programs are
being offered than ever before. As our community grows, we are also
preparing for an exciting period of expansion to better accommodate the
increasing needs of our congregation.

This report focuses on providing clear, accurate, and transparent
financial insights specific to Masjid Vaughan. Please note, this report
does not cover other projects managed by Risalah Foundation. For a full
financial overview of Risalah Foundation’s work, audited reports are
available at www.risalah.ca/reports.html.

We hope this report provides valuable information and reinforces your
confidence in our responsible and transparent efforts as we continue to
serve the house of Allah and plan for future growth.

— Executive Team, Masjid Vaughan

Introduction
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Masjid Vaughan is a community initiative managed by Risalah
Foundation, a Canadian registered charity. As the driving force behind
the masjid, Risalah Foundation operates with a commitment to strong
governance and accountability, guided by a comprehensive framework
of internal policies and by-laws. The charity's elected Board of Directors
play a pivotal role, providing oversight, support, and strategic direction
to the executive team who serve Masjid Vaughan, ensuring alignment
with the charity’s mission and goals. For more information about Risalah
Foundation, please visit the About page at www.risalah.ca.

Governance Structure
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2. What was the total amount of donations collected in 2023?

The total amount of designated donations collected for Masjid Vaughan in
2023 was $645,581 This amount does not include the donations collected
for the MV Expansion Campaign nor does it include revenue generated by
Risalah Foundation services and projects.

YEAR 2023

Financial Questions
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Platform & Processing Costs

Subscriptions

Supplies

Food & Hosting
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4. What was the total amount of expenses incurred in 2023?

The total amount of expenses incurred to maintain and operate Masjid
Vaughan in 2023 was $527,163.

The total amount of zakat collected and designated for local deserving
recipients in 2023 was $77,892.

3. What was the total amount of zakat collected in 2023?
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The initial property purchase (including phase-one renovations and
closing costs) totalled: $3,198,218. The purchase was made through an
interest-free declining balance agreement (musharaka-mutanaqisa) with
the financier's facility of $1.8 million. The remaining amount was raised
through community donations and interest-free loans from local
individuals.

1. How much was the masjid property purchased for in 2018? 



YEAR 2023

Financial Questions

The total amount paid into equity for the Masjid Vaughan project in 2023
was: $70,884 and the total amount paid for user-fees in 2023 was: $62,442.

5. How much of the Islamic financing expense goes to principal?

6. Did Masjid Vaughan run a deficit or a surplus in 2023? 
In 2023, Masjid Vaughan generated a surplus of $118,418, which was
added to the charity's reserves and subsequently allocated to Phase 1 of
the Expansion Project. (See page 9)

Since 2018, the salaries of Masjid Vaughan's executive team have been
funded through revenue generated by Risalah Foundation programs and
initiatives, rather than from masjid-specific donations. However,
beginning in 2022, Risalah Foundation recognized the need to allocate a
portion of general donations to support the part-time and full-time Imam
positions. This year, a total of $58,326 was allocated to these positions
(reflected in the Maintenance & Operations expense breakdown—see
Page 4, Question 4)

For a comprehensive overview of the charity's total revenue from all its
initiatives, expenses and salaries, please refer to the published annual
report available at www.risalah.ca.

7. Where are the salaries for human resources in the above expenses? 
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Community Impact
A Hub for Worship, Learning, and Elevated Experiences

In 2023, Vaughan's Muslim community continued to grow, with many new
families contributing to its rich diversity, primarily consisting of young,
middle- and upper-class households. Since its inception, Masjid Vaughan has
become a vibrant hub, gaining widespread recognition for its clean,
welcoming atmosphere that serves all ages. The Masjid's Jumu'a service now
attracts 500 to 700 worshippers weekly, while the Muslim Family Academy—
the weekend school—enrolls over 150 students, ages 5 to 17.

Masjid Vaughan has also become renowned for its premium Nikah
service, a favourite among the new generation of couples seeking a
personalized and elevated experience beyond conventional offerings.

Additionally, a significant development in 2023 was the launch of the
Monthly Seniors Event, in collaboration with York Region Muslims,
offering a much-needed platform for engagement, support, and
community-building for Vaughan's senior population. This initiative has
had a considerable impact, further strengthening the community's sense
of belonging.

Services & Programming

As we entered our fifth year as a thriving community masjid, the
administration focused on enhancing services and expanding
programming, which included:  

 Friday Jumu'a 1.
 Ramadan Tarawih 2.
 Eid Prayers3.
 Muslim Family Academy (Weekend School)4.
 Dar al-Burhan Academy (Full-Time Quran School)5.
 Janaza Facility & Related Training6.
 Grand Mawlid 20237.
 Quran & Hadith Circles of Learning8.
 Specialized Seminars for Adults9.
 Monthly Seniors Event in collaboration with York Region Muslims10.
 Nikah Ceremonies11.
 Weekly Family & Youth Counselling12.
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Community Impact
Strategic Relationships 

In 2023, the masjid’s administration (Risalah Foundation) has
significantly expanded its relationships with key community
stakeholders, strengthening its ability to advocate effectively on behalf of
the masjid and its members. These partnerships now include prominent
Islamic organizations such as Islamic Relief Canada, York Region
Muslims, Nisa Homes, Naseeha Mental Health, Sakeenah Homes,
Human Concern International, Central Mosque of Scarborough, and
Madaniyya Academy. Additionally, the masjid continues to develop
strong ties with key figures including the Mayor of Vaughan, City
Councillors, Members of Parliament, the head of York Region Police
Hate Crimes Unit, and the RCMP, as well as contacts from the Salvation
Army and Correctional Service Canada. This extensive network of
relationships has empowered Masjid Vaughan to better serve and
represent its growing community.

Reputation

In its fifth year of operation, Masjid Vaughan has established an
exceptional reputation among its visitors and congregants. Known for its
cleanliness, welcoming atmosphere, and relevant, impactful messaging,
the masjid continues to leave a lasting impression on all who visit.
According to Google's statistics, the masjid’s business profile garnered
49,908 views and maintains an outstanding rating of 4.9 out of 5, based
on 259 reviews, reflecting the high regard in which it is held by the
community.
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Expansion Project

In April 2022, the Masjid Vaughan community was presented with a unique
opportunity: two neighbouring mixed-use properties on Church St. were
listed for sale and quickly purchased by a generous congregant (may Allah
reward him). This timely acquisition addressed the growing strain caused
by rapid residential development since the masjid's opening in 2018,
offering much-needed space for parking expansion and future growth.

The Empty Lot at 9 Church St.

On May 5th, 2023, after nearly a year since the initial purchase agreement
in August of 2022, Risalah Foundation successfully closed on the vacant lot
at 9 Church St. for a total purchase price of $985,461, with additional
closing costs of $42,418. This accomplishment was made possible through
the generous support of the community and a significant contribution from
the charity’s reserve fund (See Page 5, Question 6).

This acquisition marks a key step in Risalah Foundation’s expansion plan for
Masjid Vaughan. Initially designated for additional parking, the lot will also
serve as the foundation for a future waqf (endowment) commercial centre,
crucial for the masjid's long-term financial sustainability. As part of this
vision, Risalah aims to acquire neighbouring properties to support the
growing congregation and ensure a steady income stream, securing the
masjid’s future for generations.

The Transitional Home at 11 Church St

In alignment with Risalah Foundation’s broader vision for the development
of Masjid Vaughan and its surrounding properties, the adjacent building at
11 Church St., originally a modest 2-bedroom home, has been transformed
into a 7-room Muslim Women's Transitional Home. Acquired in 2022
through a lease-to-own agreement, the property underwent extensive
renovations, largely driven by volunteers, and was ready for use by
November 1, 2023. Today, it provides a safe, welcoming environment for
women in need.

This initiative addresses a vital need within the community while also
exemplifying the strategic foresight of Risalah Foundation. It reflects the
impact of local efforts and charitable contributions, positioning the
foundation to continue meeting both immediate and long-term needs
within the community.

Developments & Future Plans 
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Islamic Financing Costing the Community More Time & Money
Risalah Foundation’s initial property purchase to establish Masjid Vaughan was
made possible through an interest-free declining balance agreement (musharaka-
mutanaqisa), with a financing facility of $1.8 million. Currently, the community
incurs a monthly cost of $11,110 for this arrangement. However, only 53% of this
monthly payment goes toward reducing the principal, while the remaining 47% is
allocated as a "user fee," similar to rent for the portion of the property that remains
unpaid. This structure, while Sharia-compliant, extends the timeline and increases
the overall cost needed to fully settle the property.

A Path to Save and Pay Off the Property Faster 
Although Islamic financing was essential to launch this project in 2018, the
incredible growth and support from the community now present a better
alternative. With an interest-free loan of approximately $1.45 million, we can
eliminate the costly "user fees" associated with our current financing, saving
thousands of dollars. This would allow us to pay off the entire property within just
two years, securing long-term financial stability for Masjid Vaughan and freeing
up resources to focus on further community development. We invite your support
in making this goal a reality, helping us reach a debt-free future more quickly.

Congestion & the Need for Parking Expansion
A key challenge for Masjid Vaughan is the shortage of parking for the Friday
Jumu'a congregation. While the executive team has implemented strategies to
manage the situation, the growing community urgently requires additional
parking to ease congestion.

God willing, in 2024, the administration plans to establish a semi-finished parking
lot to address this need. Additionally, a feasibility study of neighboring properties
is underway to explore further expansion and potential income-generating
projects to support the Masjid’s services and programs.

Enhancing Accessibility and Privacy
The need for a major expansion at Masjid Vaughan has become essential to
accommodate the growing needs of our community. A key component of this
project is enhancing the main entrance and creating a second entrance dedicated
for our sisters, allowing them to enter and exit the masjid with ease and privacy,
minimizing unnecessary interaction with the men’s congregation. This expansion
will significantly improve the overall experience and comfort for our female
attendees. Alhamdulillah, a generous supporter has already funded the development
of architectural plans and initiated the process of securing permits and city
approval, bringing us closer to realizing this vital project.

Challenges
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Your continued support has played a vital role in the growth and
development of Masjid Vaughan, allowing us to expand our services, initiate
important projects, and create a welcoming space for all members of the
community. With exciting new developments on the horizon—including the
expansion of our facilities, the launch of the women's transitional home, and
the future construction of essential spaces like the additional parking and
dedicated entrances—your contributions are helping to shape the future of
the masjid and the broader community.

As we move forward, we remain committed to creating an inclusive, vibrant,
and accessible environment that serves all. We invite you to stay connected,
share your feedback, and continue to support the ongoing efforts to enhance
Masjid Vaughan as a sanctuary for spiritual growth and communal well-
being.

May Allah reward you for your generosity and grant you endless blessings for
your dedication to this noble cause!

Conclusion 
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